Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/africanrepositor513amer_1 


THE 


Vol.  LI.  WASHINGTON,  JULY,  1875.  No.  3. 


FALL  EXPEDITION— PRACTICAL  MISSIONARIES. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
will  send  an  expedition  to  Liberia  in  the  fall,  as  large  and  numerous 
as  the  funds  of  the  Society  will  allow.  That  Republic  greatly  needs 
intelligent  population  from  this  country,  and  hundreds  of  colored  peo- 
ple of  excellent  character  and  promise  of  usefulness,  are  waiting  for 
passage  and  settlement.  They  want  to  go  to  better  their  condition,  and 
to  help  to  elevate  their  race  in  that  dark  land.  Ten  thousand  dollars 
is  needed  for  the  expedition.  The  Christian  Intelligencer  thus  com- 
mends our  work  to  Christian  philanthropists: 

‘f  If  Africa  is  ever  to  be  evangelized  on  a grand  scale,  or  her  mil- 
lions generally  and  permanently  advanced  in  civilization,  it  must  be  by 
the  agency  of  those  who  are  of  their  own  race.  Isolated  successes 
may  be  achieved  by  white  missionaries,  and  some  important  advances 
may  be  secured  by  white  adventurers,  but  the  missionaries  who  will 
be  the  most  effective,  by  their  numbers  and  sympathies,  for  the  social, 
moral,  and  material  regeneration  and  development  of  the  myriads  of 
Africa,  are  the  Africans  themselves,  or  those  who  are  of  their  own 
race.  The  example  of  fifty  colonies  like  those  of  Liberia  and  Sierra 
Leone,  if  by  concerted  effort  as  many  colonies  as  these  could  be 
planted  at  the  proper  points  in  Africa,  would  do  more  in  a single  year 
for  the  enlightenment  of  her  people  than  will  be  effected  with  the 
present  scanty  means  in  many  generations.  When  the  native  African 
sees  men  of  his  own  color  combining  under  social,  municipal,  and  na- 
tional laws  and  regulations,  developing  into  successful  husbandmen, 
mechanics,  traders,  miners,  etc.,  who  are  made  secure  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fruits  of  their  own  labor,  and  worshipping  a true  God, 
through  whose  well-beloved  Son  the  whole  world  is  made  kin — when 
the  native  African  is  thus  taught  by  the  example  of  his  own  race  what 
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may  be  accomplished  for  him  and  them  by  Christianity  and  civiliza- 
tion, we  may  have  a reasonable  expectation  that  he  will  be  incited  to 
share  in  the  amelioration  and  advancement  which  are  as  possible  for 
him  as  for  them.  By  all  means  let  the  funds  be  speedily  supplied  to 
send  forward  these  practical  missionaries  of  religion  and  civilization. ” 


EXPLORATION  OF  WESTERN  AFRICA. 

PROPOSITION  OF  ROBERT  ARTHINGTON,  ESQ. 

The  signs  of  the  times  indicate  that  Western  Africa  will  no  longer 
be  suffered  by  the  civilized  world  to  remain  in  its  present  compara- 
tively unknown  condition.  Earnest  efforts  are  being  made,  having 
chiefly  for  their  object  the  attainment  of  a more  accurate  knowledge 
of  its  topography,  climate,  resources  and  population,  with  an  ultimate 
view  to  the  extension  of  agricultural,  commercial  and  mechanical 
wealth,  laws  and  literature,  civilization  and  Christianity. 

The  following  letter  from  Robert  Arthington,  Esq.,  suggests  and 
recommends  a move  in  this  direction  which  should  receive  prompt 
and  liberal  encouragement.  The  writer  is  an  enlightened  and  zealous 
friend  of  the  African  race,  already  favorably  known  in  this  country 
and  in  England  for  his  generous  gift,  a few  years  since,  of  £1,000 
($5,000  gold)  to  aid  in  founding  an  inland  settlement  on  the  St.  Paul 
river,  Liberia,  which  happily  bears  his  name.  He  now  proposes  to 
subscribe  £500  ($2,500  gold)  towards  the  expense  of  a thorough  sur- 
vey of  the  country  from  that  place  to  the  Joliba  branch  of  the  Niger, 
and  the  construction  of  a railroad  to  connect  those  natural  highways 
leading  to  the  heart  of  the  continent. 

Liberia  represents  in  Africa  our  interests.  It  was  established  by 
us,  fostered  by  our  care,  and  is  modeled  in  its  institutions  and  society 
after  ours.  The  projected  exploration  has  for  its  ulterior  objects  the 
extension  of  Liberia  and  the  Christian  settlement  of  Africa.  A lead- 
ing result  must  be  an  increase  of  American  commerce.  English  con- 
cerns in  Western  Africa  are  well  cared  for  by  her  colonies  on  the 
Gambia,  Sierra  Leone,  and  on  the  Gold  Coast,  and  by  an  active  naval 
force ; and  English  mercantile  capital  and  enterprise  gives  employ- 
ment to  a large  fleet  of  sailing  vessels  and  to  two  lines  of  steamers, 
the  latter  of  which  affords  weekly  communication  from  Liverpool  for 
freight,  passengers,  and  the  mails,  including  those  from  the  United 
States.  On  the  other  hand,  Liberia  is  weak  and  devoid  of  capital. 
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and  is  not  aided  by  our  Government.  An  American  man-of-war  but 
rarely  visits  Monrovia,  and  then  remains  long  enough  only  to  take  in 
water  and  fresh  provisions.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  British  commerce 
is  rapidly  increasing  on  that  Coast,  and  that  American  trade  has  to 
struggle  hard  to  maintain  its  present  limited  existence  ? Thus  a val- 
uable traffic  in  raw  products,  constantly  in  demand,  is  practically  lost 
to  us,  and  we  ignore  an  illimitable  market  for  our  tobacco,  calico,  silk 
and  woolen  fabrics,  iron,  brass  and  copper  utensils,  glass  and  earthen- 
ware, arms  and  ammunition. 

It  is  high  time  that  a more  enlightened  and  liberal  policy  be  adopted 
by  us.  To  this  end  let  our  people  promptly  and  heartily  second  the 
proposition  now  submitted  for  an  exploration  of  Western  Africa. 
We  have  money  to  spare  for  Polar  expeditions,  for  the  survey  of  the 
valley  of  the  Jordan,  for  watching  solar  eclipses,  the  transit  of  Venus, 
and  sounding  the  sea.  Can  we  not  devote  a few  thousand  dollars  to 
the  elevation  of  a continent  which  we  have  wronged  ? In  whatever 
point  of  view  we  contemplate  Liberia  in  its  relations  to  the  United 
States,  we  shall  find  it  deserving  of  all  possible  encouragement  and 
assistance. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Arthington  is  as  follows : 

Leeds,  England,  April  14,  1 875., 

Dear  Mr.  C.:  I am  very  desirous  for  us  to  get  on  with  the  work 
of  bringing  Africa  completely  within  the  circle  of  civilization,  and  I 
have  been  seriously  thinking  lately  that  I had  best  propose  to  con- 
tribute— or,  perhaps,  rather  subscribe — <£500  (five  hundred  pounds) 
toward  a sum  to  be  subscribed  in  America,  at  your  request  or  instance, 
of  a sufficient  number  of  thousands  of  pounds  to  justify  the  constitution 
of  a company  and  the  formation  of  a directorate  of  most  carefully- 
chosen  men,  in  order  to  survey  in  the  most  thorough  and  scientific, 
manner  the  country  in  Africa  between  the  St.  Paul’s  river,  of  Liberia, 
and  the  Joliba  branch  of  the  Niger,  and  to  construct  a railway  thereon, 
just  such  as  you  have  laid  down,  at  so  little  expense,  comparatively,  I 
believe,  from  the  Eastern  States  of  the  Union  to  California.  I think 
that  if  you  arrange  and  prosecute  such  a project  with  judgment  and 
vigor  it  will  be  well  received  in  many  quarters  of  the  United  States, 
and  we  shall  providentially  advance  greatly  in  our  great  work  of  open- 
ing up  and  evangelizing  Africa.  Many  individuals  interested  at  once 
in  the  Gospel  and  in  commerce  would  doubtless  be  likely  to  bid  to 
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the  movement  the  boon  of  success,  and  some,  while  they  cherished 
the  wish,  would  actively  forward  the  object. 

Make  any  use  you  judge  best  of  this  communication.  • 

Yours,  very  truly,  Robert  Arthington. 


MASSACHUSETTS  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  Boston  on  the  26th 
of  May  last,  the  President,  Hon.  G.  Washington  Warren,  in  the 
chair.  • The  officers  of  the  preceding  year  were  re-elected,  with  the 
exception  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing  and  Thomas  S.  Williams,  Esq., 
Vice  Presidents  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  deceased. 
Dr.  Henry  Lyon  and  Rev.  Andrew  P.  Peabody,  D.  D.,  were  chosen 
to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  list  of  Vice  Presidents;  and  James  P.  Mel- 
ledge.  Esq.,  and  Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobey  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

The  making  of  collections  in  Massachusetts  is  temporarily  com- 
mitted to  the  American  Colonization  Society,  which  is  represented 
by  its  District  Secretary,  Rev.  D.  C.  Haynes. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolvedy  That  in  recognizing  the  good  and  wise  providence  of  God 
in  removing  from  us  by  death  the  Hon.  Albert  Fearing,  we  feel  it 
to  be  a comfort  and  a privilege  to  record  our  gratitude  for  the  inter- 
course we  have  enjoyed  with  him  for  many  years  in  counsels  and 
co-operation  for  the  advancement  of  the  objects  of  the  Society.  The 
Christian  qualities  of  his  heart  and  life  have  increased  our  affection 
for  him  as  time  has  passed,  and  we  tenderly  remember  and  can  never 
forget  his  worth  and  usefulness. 

Resolvedy  That  in  the  loss  of  Thomas  S.  Williams,  Esq.,  who  has 
served  with  us  as  a Vice  President  and  Manager  for  many  years,  we 
mourn  the  departure  of  one  we  have  learned  to  love  and  esteem; 
and  we  have  great  satisfaction  in  cherishing  the  remembrance  of  his 
Christian  faithfulness. 


DEATH  OF  HONORED  MEN. 

Two  venerable  men,  useful  in  Church  and  State,  to  whom  old  age 
was  a crown  of  glory,  have  lately  departed.  The  Hon.  Thomas 
Wheeler  Williams  died  December  31,  1874,  at  New  London,  Con- 
necticut, in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  born  at  Ston- 
ington,  Connecticut,  September  28,  1789,  and  removed  to  New 
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London  in  1809,  where  he  became  engaged  in  shipping  and  commer- 
cial pursuits.  In  1839  and  1841  he  was  elected  a Representative  in 
Congress  from  the  third  congressional  district  of  his  native  State.  In 
him  strict  integrity  and  unbending  firmness  were  softened  and  made 
attractive  by  candor,  benevolence,  and  a simplicity  that  knew  no  guile, 
and  the  light  of  an  uninterrupted  cheerfulness  shed  a charm  over  his 
protracted  life.  A gift  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  1840,  to  constitute 
himself  a Life  Director,  and  several  donations  since,  testify  to  his  in- 
terest in  the  American  Colonization  Society,  of  which  he  was  elected 
a Vice  President  January  18,  1848. 

The  Hon.  Willard  Hall  died  May  10,  in  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
in  the  ninety-fifth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  born  at  Westford,  Massa- 
chusetts, graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1799,  removed  to  Del- 
aware in  1803,  served  two  terms  in  Congress,  was  appointed 
judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court  in  1823,  and  continued  on 
the  bench  for  forty-eight  years,  performing  the  duties  of  his  high 
office  with  intelligence,  firmness,  and  unimpeachable  integrity.  Judge 
Hall  was  thoroughly  trusted  by  his  fellow-citizens  in  all  the  public 
stations  to  which  he  was  called,  and  repaid  the  confidence  imposed  in 
him  by  a faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of  duty.  He  was  elected  a 
Vice  President  of  the  American  Colonizatiou  Society  January  21, 
1840,  and  by  his  voice,  his  pen,  and  his  frequent  gifts,  manifested  a 
deep  and  unwavering  faith  in  its  progress  and  success. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  written  we  have  received  information  of  the 
death,  at  Urbana,  Ohio,  May  1,  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  M.  Cowan, 
formerly  an  Agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  in  Kentucky, 
and  more  recently  its  District  Secretary  for  Ohio.  Mr.  Cowan  was 
born  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  April  17,  1792;  graduated  at  Williams  College 
in  1814;  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Berkshire  Association  the  fol- 
lowing year,  and  in  1818  was  ordained  as  an  Evangelist  by  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Hanover,  Virginia.  After  serving  about  four  years  as  a 
missionary  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  he  became  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Scaneatlis,  N.  Y.  He  was  afterwards  pastor, 
successively,  at  Cherry  Valley  and  Lansing,  N.  Y.,  and  at  Mansfield, 
Ohio.  His  last  pastoral  charge  was  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
at  Urbana,  Ohio,  commencing  in  1842  ; this  he  resigned  in  1844,  and 
from  that  time  until  1861  he  acted  as  Agent  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society  in  Kentucky,  during  which  he  made  a visit  to  Liberia. 
Mr.  Cowan  was  a man  of  decided  convictions  on  all  theological,  moral. 
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and  social  questions  which  came  under  his  consideration,  and  fearless 
in  avowing  his  convictions.  A humble  disciple  and  faithful  follower 
of  Jesus  Christ,  having  spent  a long  life  in  the  service  of  his  Master, 
he  rests  from  his  labors  and  his  works  do  follow  him. 

prom  Liberia  comes  intelligence  of  the  death,  at  Monrovia,  January- 
30,  of  the  Rev.  John  Wright  Roberts,  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  E. 
Church  in  that  Republic.  Born  in  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  1815,  he  re- 
moved to  Africa  in  1829  with  his  widowed  mother  and  several  broth- 
ers, among  whom  was  the  present  President  of  Liberia.  Bishop  Roberts 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  Mission  Conference  in  1838,  was  its  Secre- 
tary for  a number  of  years,  and  filled  with  acceptance  the  most  promi- 
nent appointments.  Says  the  Missionary  Advocate: 

“At  the  death  of  Bishop  Burns,  in  1863,  it  became  necessary  to 
select  some  one  to  fill  this  responsible  office.  The  matter  of  the  elec- 
tion was  left  entirely  with  the  Liberia  Conference,  and  the  choice  was 
not  limited  by  race  nor  color.  The  election  took  place  in  January, 
1866,  and  the  choice  of  the  Conference  fell,  with  great  unanimity, 
upon  Rev.  J.  W.  Roberts.  He  came  immediately  to  the  United 
States,  and  was  ordained  in  St.  PauPs  Methodist  E.  church.  New 
York,  on  the  20th  of  June  of  the  same  year.  The  services  of  the 
ordination  were  conducted  by  Bishops  Scott  and  Janes,  assisted  by  the 
reverend  and  venerable  Henry  Boehm  and  Drs.  Holdich,  Carlton, 
Porter,  and  Harris.  With  commendable  zeal  he  hastened  back  to  his 
mission  and  his  work. 

For  nine  years  he  held  the  office  and  powers  of  a bishop  resident 
in  Africa,  and  thence  departed  from  the  midst  of  his  brethren  who 
were  gathered  at  his  bedside.  In  his  later  moments,  during  one  of 
momentary  lulls  of  the  disease,  he  desired  to  sit  up,  and  asked  that 
some  one  would  pray.  Rev.  C.  H.  Harmon,  read  the  Thirty-eighth 
Psalm,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Daniel  Ware.  The  bishop 
responded  heartily,  “Amen  ! Blessed  Jesus  ! Blessed  Jesus ! O, 
blessed  Son!”  Much  emotion  was  manifested,  and  the  bishop  seemed 
to  be  in  raptures  of  joy.  Recovering  somewhat,  he  invoked  a bene- 
diction upon  his  brethren,  saying,  “ The  Lord  bless  you!  The  Lord 
strengthen  you  and  keep  you  faithful ! ” And  so  this  good  man  passed 
away.  The  following  day  was  the  Sabbath,  but  to  him  it  was  the 
Sabbath  of  eternal  rest.” 
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ANNUAL  MESSAGE  OF  PRESIDENT  ROBERTS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : You  are 
again  assembled  in  your  Legislative  capacity  for  the  dispatch  of  busi- 
ness, and  with  you  are  assembled  certain  native  chiefs  from  the  several 
counties  of  the  Republic,  summoned  in  conformity  with  an  act  of 
your  last  session,  as  advisory  members  of  your  body  in  matters  relating 
to  the  government  of  our  aboriginal  population. 

DEATHS. 

During  your  recess  it  has  pleased  an  all-wise  Providence  to  remove 
by  death  from  your  counsels  Senator  Green,  of  Sinoe  county.  Senator 
Green  was  comparatively  a young  man  who  had  just  entered  upon  a 
public  career,  but  those  who  knew  him  best  inform  me  that  he  was  a 
man  of  liberal  views,  of  good  natural  abilities,  and,  had  he  lived,  wTould 
have  done  honor  to  his  county  and  important  service  to  the  State. 

And  I may  not  omit  to  mention  here  that,  since  your  last  meeting, 
intelligence  has  reached  us  of  the  death  of  a devoted  friend  of  Liberia 
abroad,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  D.  D.,  of  the  United  States.  For  a 
quarter  of  a century  or  more  Dr.  Tracy  had  been  identified  with  Afri- 
can Colonization,  and  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  talents  to  the  true 
interests  of  Liberia.  No  man  who  had  not  visited  Liberia  understood 
better  than  he  her  wants  and  resources  and  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in 
the  country,  and  when  her  good  reputation  was  assailed  he  was  never 
backward  in  using  his  pen  to  defend  her  character  and  in  setting  her  right 
before  the  world.  He  had  been  for  many  years  the  active  Secretary 
of  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society,  and  from  their  organiza- 
tion the  valued  Secretary  of  the  Trustees  of  Donations  for  Education  in 
Liberia.  On  the  subject  of  education  in  Liberia  he  was  always  deeply 
interested.  In  his  last  letter  to  me,  March  of  the  present  year,  he  re- 
marks/41 am  very  much  engaged  now  in  studying  how  to  complete  the 
independence  of  Liberia.  Educational  independence  is  a necessity, 
and  I think  the  time  for  it  is  near,  even  if  it  has  not  fully  come.” 
The  people  of  Liberia  appreciate  his  services,  and  deeply  lament  the 
death  of  Dr.  Tracy. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive,  at  an  early  stage  of  your  session,  to 
inform  the  Legislature  of  the  condition  of  the  Republic,  and  to  recom- 
mend for  their  adoption  any  measures  that,  in  his  judgment,  may  seem 
expedient.  In  taking  a view  of  the  present  state  of  our  country,  I 
scarcely  need  mention  that  the  heavy  and  almost  continuous  rains  of 
the  past  season  so  interrupted  the  preparations  for  planting  rice  that 
serious  apprehensions  are  entertained  of  a scarcity  of  this  article  of  food 
the  ensuing  year;  but  we  have  cause  for  thankfulness  that  all  other 
crops  of  the  season  produced  abundant  harvests.  It  is  also  cause  for 
congratulation  and  thankfulness  that  our  shores  have  not  been  visited 
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during  the  past  year  by  any  malignant  contagion,  and  that  peace  has 
been  maintained  with  our  aboriginal  neighbors. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature  steps  were  taken  to  carry  into  effect  your  resolution  of 
the  5th  February,  1874.  Hon.  W.  M.  Davis,  Attorney  General,  was 
commissioned  and  instructed  early  in  May  to  proceed,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  to  discharge,  on  the  best  terms 
obtainable,  the  “Indemnity  Bonds”  executed  by  this  Government  in 
favor  of  British  subjects  for  losses  alleged  to  have  been  sustained  at 
Mannah  in  1869.  The  Attorney  General  entered  with  zeal  upon  this 
duty,  and  in  the  adjustment  and  settlement  of  these  claims  exhibited 
an  ability  both  creditable  to  himself  and  important  to  the  State.  The 
Commissioner’s  report  will  be  laid  before  you,  showing  a liquidated 
balance  ot  fourteen  thousand  forty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents 
paid  the  Sierra  Leone  Government  for  said  British  claimants. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lost  no  time  in  remitting  funds  to 
meet  the  amount  due  the  United  States  Government  for  accrued  inter- 
est on  purchase  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  in  1869.  William  Cop- 
pinger.  Esq.,  Consul  General  of  Liberia,  to  whom  was  remitted  said 
funds,  has  advised  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  payment  of 
nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  nineteen  cents 
as  the  amount  of  four  years’  interest.  I beg  to  mention  in  this  con- 
nection, that  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  direction  of  the  Executive,  has 
addressed  a letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  ask- 
ing, for  reasons  therein  stated,  that  the  aforesaid  claim  with  further 
interest  thereon  be  remitted  ; but  as  yet  no  reply  has  been  received. 

INTERIOR  ANNEXATION. 

The  Commissioners  for  interior  explorations,  &c.,  of  the  several 
counties,  whose  appointment  was  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  were  duly  commissioned,  and  after  some  un- 
avoidable delay,  were  dispatched  on  their  respective  missions.  Though 
the  weather  since  their  departure  has  been  very  unfavorable  for  travel, 
rumor  places  them  a considerable  distance  in  the  interior ; but  up  to 
the  present  no  official  intelligence  has  been  received  from  any  of 
them,  except  that  Captain  Benjamin  K.  Anderson,  Chief  Commis- 
sioner for  Montserrado  county,  has  informed  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  acquisition  of  a fine  territory  in  the  Pessey  country,  the  chief  and 
people  incorporating  themselves  with  the  citizens  of  the  Republic. 
Superintendent  Roberts  informs  me  that  the  Commissioners  of  his 
county  obtained  a cession  to  government  of  the  “ entire  tract  of  land 
lying  between  Grand  Bassa  county  and  the  Pessey  country.”  We 
may  hope  that  these  explorations  and  researches  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State ; at  any  rate  we  may  have  reason  to  expect  that 
these  explorations  will  give  us  a better  knowledge  than  we  at  present 
possess  of  our  vast  interior. 
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CODIFICATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

I exceedingly  regret  that  I have  not  been  able  to  have  executed 
your  resolution  of  the  12th  February  providing  for  the  revisal,  com- 
piling, and  printing  the  statutes  of  the  Republic.  Soon  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Legislature  an  effort  was  made  to  have  this  work 
accomplished.  Two  gentlemen  had  partially  agreed  to  undertake  the 
completion  of  the  compilation  and  prepare  the  manuscript  for  the 
press,  but  on  examining  the  manuscript  presented  by  ex-Attorney  Gen- 
eral Johnson,  which  doubtless  the  Legislature  supposed  to  be  a compi- 
lation of  the  laws  up  to  1872,  it  was  found  to  be  simply  a transcript, 
with  here  and  there  marginal  notes,  and  in  no  sense  a revision  or 
compilation  of  the  laws  of  the  Republic.  In  this  state  of  the  case 
the  gentlemen  referred  to  declined  the  undertaking  at  the  price  fixed 
by  the  Legislature  ; and  it  is  also  complained  that  the  time  allotted 
the  compilers  is  too  short  to  do  justice  to  a work  of  such  high  import- 
ance. I scarcely  need  mention  that  a complete  revision  of  the  statutes 
of  the  Republic  is  now  a necessity,  and  I doubt  not  the  Legislature 
will  give  the  subject  that  early  attention  which  its  importance  demands. 

CENTENNIAL  EXPOSITION. 

It  is  proper  I should  inform  the  Legislature  that  under  the  act  or 
January  26  of  this  present  year,  accepting  the  invitation  of  the  United 
States  Government  to  co-operate  in  the  International  Exhibition  to  be 
held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  1876,  ex-President  Payne  has  been 
appointed  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  operate  in 
Liberia  in  collecting,  arranging,  and  forwarding  the  various  articles 
proposed  to  be  collected  in  Liberia  for  said  Exhibition.  I cannot  too 
strongly  or  too  earnestly  press  upon  our  fellow  citizens  throughout  the 
Republic  the  propriety  of  a hearty  co-operation  with  said  Commis- 
sioner in  his  collection  of  such  articles  as  will  do  credit  to  the  industry 
of  the  people,  and  present  a fair  exhibit  of  the  products  of  our  country. 
I doubt  that  there  is  a citizen  of  Liberia  who  is  not  properly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  this  subject,  or  who  would  withhold  his  co- 
operation in  a matter  that  promises  so  much  to  the  future  of  the 
Republic.  Edward  S.  Morris,  Esq.,  consents  to  serve,  and  has  been 
commissioned  to  represent  Liberia  at  Philadelphia  in  matters  relating 
to  the  Exhibition,  and  especially  in  receiving  and  having  placed  in  the 
Exhibition  buildings  such  articles  as  may  be  forwarded  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Commissioner  in  Liberia. 

THE  TREASURY. 

For  a correct  view  of  the  present  state  of  the  public  finances,  I beg 
to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
will  be  laid  before  you  at  an  early  day.  In  the  meantime  it  affords 
me  very  sincere  pleasure  to  inform  the  Legislature  that  the  duties  on 
imports  and  exports  for  the  fiscal  year  just  passed  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  preceding  year  several  thousand  dollars,  and  you  will  observe 


74 


Message  of  President  Roberts . [July, 

there  has  been  a small  increase  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country. 
Nevertheless,  I regret  to  state  that  the  revenue  has  not  been  equal  to 
the  appropriations  of  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session ; and  of  con- 
sequence the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  been  able  to  meet 
several  of  the  appropriations,  especially  for  this  county,  during  the 
current  year  ; and  this  embarrassment  has  been  increased  by  the  failure 
of  two  of  the  counties — Sinoe  and  Maryland — to  pay  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Republic  during  the  year  anything  towards  the  support  of  the 
General  Government,  as  the  law  directs.  This  omission  is  an’ injus- 
tice to  other  counties,  and  the  citizens  of  these  have  just  cause  of 
complaint  that  the  public  improvements  deemed  desirable  or  necessary 
to  their  convenience  by  the  Legislature,  must  be  suspended  indefinitely 
for  want  of  funds.  I beg  to  invite  special  attention  to  this  subject, 
and  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  apply  such  remedy  as  will  equalize  the 
charge  of  the  General  Government  upon  the  several  counties  of  the 
Republic.  It  is  not  fair  that  a portion  of  the  counties  only  should  be 
burdened  with  the  whole  of  the  general  charge. 

TAXATION. 

I beg  to  ask  also  a review  of  the  law  regulating  taxes  on  real  prop- 
erty. Your  attention  is  invited  especially  to  this  law,  for  the  reason 
that  during  the  year  I have  received  petitions  from  certain  citizens  of 
this  county  requesting  the  Executive  to  suspend  the  collection  of  taxes 
for  reasons  in  each  case  specially  stated,  but  in  my  judgment  there  did 
not  seem  sufficient  grounds  to  justify  Executive  interference,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  deemed  advisable  to  submit  the  whole  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature.  The  petitions  above  referred  to  will 
be  laid  before  you,  and  will  give  you  an  idea  of  what  is  required. 

THE  ENGLISH  LOAN. 

Nothing  important  has  transpired  abroad  since  your  last  meeting 
respecting  the  seven  per  cent,  loan,  except  the  bankruptcy  of  Messrs. 
Holderness,  Nott  & Co.,  with  whom  our  agents  in  London  concluded 
an  agreement  based  on  the  passage  by  the  Legislature  of  an  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  approved  respectively  January  26th,  1870,  and 
January  29th,  1872,  & c.,  &c.  On  the  passage  and  notification  of  said 
supplementary  act,  Holderness,  Nott  & Co.  agreed  to  reimburse  the 
Government  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  pounds,  (£5,000,)  to  be 
applied  as  specified  in  their  agreement,  and  an  additional  one  thousand 
pounds  (£1,000)  in  cash,  in  discharge  of  costs  incurred  by  the  Govern- 
ment, &c.,  & c.,  and  to  guarantee  said  payments  they  have  deposited 
bonds  to  the  value  of  thirteen  thousand  pounds,  (£13,000.)  I con- 
fess, gentlemen,  that  I see  no  good  reason  why  this  supplementary  act 
should  not  be  accepted.  It  imposes  no  additional  obligation  upon  the 
Government,  and  would  save  to  it  more  than  is  likely  to  be  recovered, 
under  existing  circumstances,  by  a suit  at  law.  While  it  is  true  that 
great  fraud  and  peculation  have  been  practiced  in  regard  to  this  loan. 
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and  that  the  Government  has  received  but  a small  portion,  compara- 
tively, of  the  amount  actually  borrowed,  still  the  people  desire  that 
this  shall  be  faithfully  discharged,  that  the  public  credit  shall  be  pre- 
served, and  that  bona  fide  bondholders  be  not  disappointed  in  their 
confidence.  I therefore  ask  your  careful  attention  to  this  subject,  and 
earnestly  solicit  that  you  will  adopt  such  measures  in  relation  thereto 
as  shall  meet  the  wishes  of  your  constituents. 

I regret  that  I can  give  the  Legislature  no  certain  and  satisfactory 
information  respecting  the  action  against  the  estate  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent Roye  for  four  thousand  pounds  (£4,000)  withdrawn  from  the 
aforesaid  loan  contrary  to  the  law  authorizing  the  loan,  and  contrary 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic.  Nevertheless,  upon  the  allega- 
tion of  the  administrator  that  the  Government  of  Liberia  is  indebted 
to  the  estate  of  the  late  President  Roye,  Vice  Chancellor  Malins  ruled 
that  the  bill  as  against  Roye  be  dismissed,  as  the  affidavits  which  had 
been  filed  by  the  Republic  were  regarded  as  insufficient.  Our  agents, 
I understand,  have  appealed  to  the  House  of  Lords.  Up  to  our  last 
advices,  no  answer  had  been  filed  in  the  case  of  John  N.  Lewis. 

THE  WRECKED  STEAMER  “ YORUBA.’, 

Affairs  in  the  county  of  Maryland — especially  relating  to  the  cargo 
of  the  steamship  “ Yoruba,”  wrecked  at  Cape  Palmas  in  1873 — have 
given  the  Government  much  concern  and  perplexity  during  the  past 
year.  Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session,  I pro- 
posed to  make  a personal  visit  to  Maryland  to  look  into  these  matters, 
and  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  “ Emmy”  from  England  I embarked, 
accompanied  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Attorney  General, 
for  Maryland  county,  intending  to  visit  the  intermediate  counties 
during  the  passage;  but,  in  consequence  of  bad  weather  and  severe  ill 
health,  I was  obliged  to  return  to  Monrovia. 

In  the  meantime  the  superintendent  of  the  county  had  sent  up  state- 
ments and  accounts  of  the  disposal  of  such  of  said  cargo  as  had  come 
to  the  hands  of  the  anthorities ; but  they  were  not  satisfactory,  and 
feeling  anxious  that  there  should  be  no  further  delay  in  arranging  these 
matters,  I appointed  and  empowered  Hon.  H.  W.  Dennis,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  a special  commissioner  to  proceed  to  Cape  Palmas, 
and  there  to  adjust  fully  all  accounts  relating  to  the  “ Yoruba’s”  cargo, 
and  to  give  such  directions  with  regard  to  any  goods  or  merchandise 
remaining  on  hand  as  might  best  serve  the  interest  of  the  owners. 
But  I regret  to  have  to  inform  the  Legislature  that  the  commissioner 
failed  in  accomplishing  the  object  of  his  mission.  Superintendent 
Gibson’s  accounts,  as  the  commissioner  found  them,  were  not  suffi- 
ciently explanatory,  and  in  several  important  particulars  defective — in 
so  much  that  the  commissioner  felt  bound  to  ask  for  other  accounts, 
more  comprehensible  and  acceptable  to  all  parties  concerned.  These 
were  promised  ; but  the  commissioner,  after  remaining  several  days, 
failed  to  obtain  them,  and  returned  to  Monrovia  without  any  adjust- 
ment of  accounts  relating  to  the  “Yoruba’s”  cargo. 
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The  commissioner’s  report  will  be  laid  before  you,  to  which  I ask 
your  special  attention,  and  shall  hope  that  the  Legislature  will  adopt 
such  measures  as  will  lead  to  an  immediate  adjustment  of  these  mat- 
ters. Underwriters  and  others  are  urgently  demanding  that  these  ac- 
counts be  speedily  arranged  and  settled,  and  the  honor  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  be  compromised  by  further  delay.  I have  had  no 
communication  from  Superintendent  Gibson  on  the  subject  of  the 
“ Yoruba’s”  cargo  since  the  departure  of  the  commissioner  from  Cape 
Palmas;  and  such  are  the  seeming  complications  of  this  whole  busi- 
ness, that  I have  deemed  it  proper  to  suspend  that  officer  until  the 
Legislature  shall  have  taken  such  action  in  the  premises  as  in  their 
judgment  may  seem  proper  or  desirable. 

MARYLAND  COUNTY  FINANCES. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  while  in  Maryland  county,  sought 
to  inform  himself  also  of  matters  connected  with  his  particular  depart- 
ment. Though  nothing  had  been  forwarded,  as  the  law  directs,  for 
the  support  of  the  General  Government,  the  Secretary  found  the 
Treasury  empty,  and  a large  number  of  due  bills  in  the  hands  of  in- 
dividuals, signed  by  the  Sub-Treasurers,  issued  contrary  to  law  and 
contrary  to  the  express  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

It  also  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Secretary  that  there  are  estab- 
lished at  Bereby  and  that  neighborhood,  on  Liberian  territory,  several 
foreign  trading  factories,  through  which  goods  and  merchandise  are 
introduced  into  the  county  on  which  duties  have  not  been  paid,  and 
this  in  part  accounts  for  the  present  state  of  the  treasury  in  the 
county.  Measures  must  be  taken  to  put  an  end  to  this  illicit  trade 
and  intercourse. 


COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

The  subject  of  common  schools,  which,  in  some  of  its  present 
phases,  involves  questions  of  grave  importance,  will  claim  your  atten- 
tion. It  is,  indeed,  doubtful  whether  the  plan  of  multiplying  schools, 
without  competent  teachers  to  conduct  them,  is  judicious.  Coming, 
as  you  do,  gentlemen,  from  all  parts  of  the  Republic,  I doubt  not  your 
own  observation  will  direct  you  as  to  the  best  method  of  using  the 
fund  appropriated  to  this  object.  In  this  connection,  I beg  to  remind 
you  that,  in  a previous  communication  to  the  Legislature,  I stated  that 
Hon.  H.  M.  Schieffelin  had  created  “a  foundation  from  which  the 
Government  might  expect  to  receive  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
for  the  use  of  common  schools.”  This  foundation  consisted  of  a steam 
sugar-mill,  located  on  the  premises  of  the  late  Hon.  W.  S.  Anderson. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Anderson,  in  consequence  of  its  remoteness 
from  the  river,  the  mill  could  not  be  made  available  for  general  use, 
consequently,  it  was  found  to  be  of  no  utility  to  the  Government. 
This  fact  having  been  communicated  to  Mr.  Schieffelin,  he  has  placed 
the  mill  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  to  be  sold,  or 
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otherwise  disposed  of,  as  the  Government  may  deem  most  expedient, 
so  that  the  proceeds  shall  go  for  the  purposes  of  education.  The 
Legislature  will  direct  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  said  mill. 

STRICT  ECONOMY  ENJOINED. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  lay  before  you  a statement  of 
the  probable  receipts,  and  also  estimates  of  the  appropriations  necessary 
for  the  public  service  during  the  current  year. 

I scarcely  need  remind  the  Legislature  that  the  time  is  now  at  hand 
to  test  the  patriotism  of  every  citizen  of  the  State — that  the  strictest 
economy  must  be  observed  in  the  public  expenditures,  and  that  the 
disbursements  of  the  Government  should  be  kept  within  the  receipts. 
These  are  considerations  of  the  highest  importance,  considering  the 
present  financial  condition  of  the  country.  This  session  will,  doubt- 
less, adopt  measures  to  discharge  the  interest  on  our  foreign  loan  and 
to  meet  the  half-yearly  drawings,  and,  with  this  view,  I earnestly  rec- 
ommend that  the  Legislature  will  carefully  review  and,  as  far  as  in 
their  judgment  may  seem  proper,  alter  the  laws  regulating  the  salaries 
of  public  officers,  and  the  laws  fixing  the  fees  of  officers  and  others 
rendering  public  service. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  NATIVES. 

I am  aware  that  the  improvement  of  our  aboriginal  population  and 
the  native  tribes  around  us,  is  always  an  object  of  deep  interest  to  the 
Legislature,  and  I regard  your  present  session  a most  favorable  oppor- 
tunity for  measures  tending  to  this  end.  For  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Republic  you  have  associated  with  you  in  your  legislative 
deliberations  native  chiefs  from  the  several  parts  of  the  country.  These 
chiefs  have  been  selected  for  their  intelligence  and  influence,  and  I 
doubt  not  will  be  able,  by  their  counsel  and  advice,  to  render  import- 
ant assistance  in  whatever  measures  you  may  deem  it  proper  to  adopt 
for  the  elevation  and  improvement  of  this  people. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I commend  you  to  the  guidance  of  an 
all-wise  Providence,  in  the  hope  that  He  will  direct  all  your  delib- 
erations to  results  favorable  to  the  welfare  of  our  common  country. 

J.  J.  Roberts. 

Executive  Mansion,  Monrovia,  December  io,  1874. 


THE  WORK  OF  LIBERIA.* 

Friends  and  Fellow-  Citizens : At  the  request  of  the  honorable  City 
Council,  I am  here  to  address  you  this  afternoon  in  a national  sermon. 

Before  proceeding,  however,  I feel  like  congratulating  the  nation 
on  the  existence  and  prevalence  of  *Buch  a godly  and  reverential  senti- 
ment as  has  prompted  the  observance  of  this,  our  national  birthday. 


* Extracts  from  a discourse  deliveaed  on  Independence  Day,  by  Rev  ,G.  W.  Gibson, 
Rector  of  Trinity  P.  Episcopal  Church,  Monrovia,  July  26,  1874. 
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in  so  very  becoming  a manner.  As  highly  as  you  appreciate  the  day 
that  unfurled  to  the  breezes  of  heaven  the  star  and  stripes  that  so 
beautifully  grace  your  promontory,  as  fondly  as  you  prize  the  ever- 
memorable  26th  of  July,  1847,  when,  for  the  first  time,  the  banner 
of  civil,  religious,  and  political  liberty  that  now  floats  so  majestically 
over  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  country,  was  raised  upon  these 
shores,  yet  I am  proud  to  say  that  so  profound  are  your  views  of  pro- 
priety and  right,  that  you  choose  to  suspend  the  exuberance  of  hilarity 
and  pageantry  allowed  to  this  day,  until  the  quiet  and  holy  hours  of 
the  Christian  Sabbath  shall  have  passed  away.  No  roaring  of  cannon, 
ho  din  of  martial  music,  no  military  display,  as  usual,  but  solemnity, 
seriousness,  quietness,  interrupted  only  by  the  sound  of  the  church- 
going bell,  and  the  crowds  of  men,  women,  and  children  rushing  to 
secure  seats  in  the  temple  of  worship.  I rejoice  to  record  this  as  an 
evidence  that  the  Gospel  of  Christ  so  continually  proclaimed  among  as 
has  been  and  still  is  making  some  impression  upon  our  national 
character. 

There  is  much  that  might  be  said  on  this,  our  anniversary  occasion, 
calculated  to  arouse  within  our  bosoms  sentiments  of  deep  gratitude 
to  the  great  God  of  nations.  We  need  only  to  take  a retrospect- 
ive view  of  the  scenes  of  bloodshed,  famines,  pestilences,  and  other 
calamities  hthat  have  visited  various  nations  during  the  past  year, 
and  contrast  it  with  our  immunity  from  these  distresses,  to  see  what 
a debt  of  love  we  owe  to  Him  who  has  wrought  so  mercifully  in  our 
behalf.  But  as  your  attention  has  already  been  called  to  this  subject, 
both  from  your  own  reflections  as  well  as  in  the  able  discourse  to 
which  we  listened  this  morning,  I deem  it  unnecessary  now  to  press  it 
further. 

The  topic  upon  which  I beg  to  offer  a few  thoughts  is  this:  Our 
duty  as  an  infant  nation  to  obtain  and  support  the  Christian  religion , and  a 
wholesome , elevating  literature , as  the  surest  and  most  certain  means  of 
national  growth  and  development.  Doubtless  this  is  a subject  that  has 
presented  itself  to  your  own  minds  again  and  again,  as  you  have 
reflected  upon  the  future  welfare  of  Liberia.  I am  taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  upbuilding  of  our  national  fabric  is  to  you,  as  it  is  to 
me,  a matter  of  most  serious  consideration. 

An  influx  of  our  brethren  from  America,  the  West  Indies,  South 
America,  and  from  other  parts  of  Africa,  would  soon,  by  causing  a 
rapid  increase  of  members,  infuse  life,  enthusiasm,  and  energy  into 
those  now  feeble  and  in  many  cases  dwindling  communities.  The 
necessity  of  putting  forth  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  enhance  and  encourage  foreign  immigration  formed  one  of 
the  many  important  steps  aimed  a ft  by  our  lamented  President  Ben- 
son, some  years  ago,  toward  the  upholding  of  this  little  nation.  It 
was  during  the  latter  part  of  that  administration  that  commissioners 
were  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  and  other  efforts  made  to  show  to  our 
enlightened  brethren  sojourning  in  other  lands  the  importance  of  re- 
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turning  home  to  build  up  their  own  country  and  nation.  Had  the 
movements  then  made  been  judiciously  followed  up  by  those  succeed- 
ing him,  we  should  have  a very  different  state  of  affairs  from  those  we 
are  now  considering.  Thousands  who  are  struggling  for  existence  in 
other  countries  might  have  been  here,  contributiug  mind  and  muscle 
to  the  formation  of  a great  nation  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

I shall  not  stop  here  to  answer  the  objection  that  we  cannot  obtain 
an  increase  of  population  by  immigration  from  abroad,  for  no  well- 
directed  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Government  has  been  made,  to  my 
knowledge,  save  the  one  some  years  ago,  referred  to  above.  And 
who  does  not  remember  the  success  that  immediately  followed  it,  in 
bringing  to  this  country  from  Barbados  the  most  enterprising  and  in- 
dustrious set  of  farmers  and  mechanics  that  have  ever  landed  here  ? 
Nor  do  I consider  the  fact  of  the  emancipation  of  the  blacks  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  United  States,  and  their  elevation  to  political 
rights,  as  very  materially  affecting  this  question,  for  there  are  millions 
of  Africans  in  the  West  Indies,  South  America,  Canada,  and  else- 
where, anxiously  casting  a wishful  eye  toward  their  fatherland,  and 
only  await  an  opportunity  to  return  hither.  And  I feel  quite  satisfied 
in  my  own  mind  that  as  soon  as  our  brethren  in  the  United  States 
of  America  shall  have  experienced  a larger  development  of  man- 
hood and  self-respect,  they  will  find  themselves  straitened  in  that 
country,  and  will  come  in  pursuit  of  that  which  they  can  find  only  in 
Africa. 

A more  certain  method  that  may  be  adopted  to  enlarge,  strengthen, 
and  give  efficiency  to  our  dwindling  settlements,  is  that  of  putting 
forth  means  to  enlighten  and  elevate  our  heathen  brethren.  This  is 
a work  to  which  we  cannot  too  earnestly  address  ourselves.  With  it 
is  very  closely  interwoven  our  national  life  in  this  country.  Upon  it 
largely  depends  the  security  and  perpetuity  of  the  civil  and  religious 
institutions  that  we  so  dearly  love.  I regard  it  as  the  great  work  of 
the  nation.  In  comparison  with  it  all  others  dwindle  into  insignifi- 
cance. Go  into  our  legislative  halls  from  time  to  time,  and  your  ears 
are  deafened  with  loud  and  eloquent  speeches  on  high  and  low  tariff, 
import  and  export  duties,  railroads  and  mining  operations,  all  of  which 
are  good  and  worthy  measures;  but  what  are  they  compared  to  the 
work  of  making  men?  What  will  all  these  avail,  even  if  obtained,  or 
how  long  shall  we  be  able  to  possess  and  use  them  without  a popula- 
tion capable  of  managing  them?  What  are  the  most  brilliant  of  these 
enterprises  when  placed  in  a scale  with  that  of  raising  six  hundred 
thousand  human  souls  from  superstition  and  moral  degradation,  to  the 
true  dignity  of  manhood,  and  to  the  recognition  of  that  image  of  God 
in  which  man  was  created?  Would  that  our  politicians  and  statesmen 
could  be  induced  to  take  an  advanced  position  on  this  all-important 
subject.  Would  that  they  were  inspired  with  large  and  comprehen- 
sive ideas  of  this  work.  Would  that  in  their  annual  appropriations  of 
the  revenues  of  the  State,  they  would  include  this  among  the  leading 
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objects  to  be  provided  for  by  the  Government,  and  that  a fair  and 
equitable  proportion  of  funds  were  sacredly  set  apart  to  be  devoted  to 
the  furtherance  of  this  enterprise. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  an  effort  in  this  direction  was  made  at 
the  last  session  of  our  Legislature.  It  is,  however,  as  yet,  but  a step. 
If  some  well-digested  plan,  looking  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  ob- 
ject contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the  act  to  which  I refer,  be  wisely 
executed  and  rigidly  pursued,  results  of  a most  important  and  benefi- 
cial character  must  soon  follow.  I am  aware  that  we  have  not  the 
means  to  carry  on  as  large  and  as  vigorous  a work  in  this  department 
as  the  case  demands.  Yet,  with  the  liberal  aid  that  we  are  receiving 
from  Missionary  and  Colonization  Societies  in  America,  I am  quite 
satisfied  that  a great  work  can  very  soon  be  put  on  foot. 

As  soon  as  we  can  realize  the  importance  of  our  aboriginal  inhab- 
itants to  the  great  enterprise  in  which  we  are  engaged — the  upbuilding 
of  a negro  Christian  empire  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  address 
ourselves  to  the  imperative  duty  of  preparing  them  for  it,  we  will  have 
entered  upon  the  right  track  to  obtain  national  elevation  and  independ- 
ence. The  holding  out  such  inducements,  and  presenting  such  advan- 
tages as  shall  induce  them  to  join  in  and  fraternize  with  us,  will  solve 
the  interesting  problem  “By  whom  shall  [our]  Jacob  arise?  for  he  is 
small.”  The  teeming  thousands  of  our  brethren  in  this  land,  thus 
combining  with  us,  will  not  only  fill  up,  strengthen,  and  enlarge  our 
towns  and  villages,  already  formed,  but  which  are  suffering  for  lack  of 
inhabitants;  they  will  also  increase  them  an  hundred  fold;  and  then 
the  question  of  an  independent  support  for  our  religion  and  literature 
shall  be  satisfactorily  set  at  rest. 

We  have  only  to  embrace  within  our  view  the  idea  that  the  popu- 
lation of  Liberia  is  not  confined  to  the  eighteen  thousand  immigrants 
that  have  settled  here,  but  includes  also  the  thousands  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  aborigines  of  the  country,  to  see  visions  of  a great  and 
glorious  future  for  the  Church  and  the  State  looming  up  before  us. 

It  is  one  grand  peculiarity  of  Christianity  that  it  is  adapted  to  all 
nations,  peoples,  races,  and  countries.  There  is,  therefore,  no  neces- 
sity for  any  particular  race  or  people  ignoring  its  own  characteristics 
and  peculiarities,  stamped  upon  it  by  the  great  God  of  nations,  and 
servilely  adopting  those  of  any  other,  in  order  to  be  acceptable  wor- 
shippers of  our  Heavenly  Father.  What  we  want  is  that,  as  a nation, 
we  receive  the  seed  into  honest  and  good  hearts,  and  the  manner  of  its 
outward  development,  in  form  and  manifestation,  will  be  wrought  out 
and  moulded,  subject  to  those  incidents  of  country,  clime,  and  race 
that  affect  it  elsewhere  among  mankind. 

In  conclusion,  brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  be  assured  that  the  work 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  that  of  rearing  a Christian  State  on  these 
shores,  is  great;  the  prize  offered  to  faithful  and  persevering  effort, 
grand  and  glorious.  Let  us  awake  to  the  duties  of  the  hour!  Heaven 
grant  that  we  may  be  able  to  cast  off  the  spirit  of  sloth  and  lethargy 
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that  to  too  great  an  extent  has  brooded  over  us — that  the  sublime  idea 
of  work  for  God  and  the  nation  may  be  abundantly  infused  into  every 
heart  and  soul,  so  that  our  now  weak  and  feeble  Liberia  may  enter 
afresh  upon  a career  of  usefulness,  and  ride  on  majestically  to  glory, 
honor,  and  excellence. 


LIBERIA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 

The  Annual  Conference  met  at  Monrovia  on  the  28th  of  January, 
and  continued  its  session  until  February  7.  By  previous  appointment 
it  was  to  have  been  held  at  Greenville,  Sinoe  county,  but  the  vessel 
which  was  to  have  carried  the  preachers  thither  was  stranded  a few 
days  previous  to  the  time  appointed  for  sailing;  accordingly  Monrovia 
was  designated  as  being  the  most  convenient  place  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

The  business  of  the  Conference  was  opened  and  conducted  through- 
out under  circumstances  peculiarly  solemn  and  impressive.  The  ill- 
ness of  Bishop  Roberts  hindered  his  opening  the  session,  and  his 
subsequent  death  prevented  his  presiding  at  any  of  the  meetings. 
Rev.  W.  P.  Kennedy,  Sr.,  was  elected  president,  and  Rev.  J.  H. 
Deputie  was  chosen  secretary. 

The  reports  from  the  districts  show  encouraging  results  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances.  A determined  hold  has  been  kept  on  those 
points  occupied  by  the  missions,  and  reluctantly,  indeed,  they  have 
been  obliged  to  refuse  many  and  urgent  calls  for  labor  at  other  and 
important  points  because  of  insufficient  means  and  the  limited  number 
of  men.  Our  work  there  spreads  out,  in  territorial  extent,  from  Cape 
Mount  to  Cape  Palmas,  a distance  of  over  four  hundred  miles,  and 
interiorward  more  than  twenty  miles,  and  is  among  a people  number- 
ing twenty  thousand  civilized  inhabitants.  It  is  the  old  story  of  a 
large  harvest  and  few  laborers.  One  man,  for  example,  has  under  his 
pastoral  care  as  many  as  thirteen  places  at  which  he  must  visit  and 
preach,  and  many  of  these  charges  are  miles  apart,  and  may  be  reached 
only  by  water.  Notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  added  to  the  loss  by 
death  of  two  of  their  most  effective  workers.  Revs.  Philip  T.  Gross 
and  Peter  Wright,  healthy  growth  is  manifested  throughout  the  work. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  full  membership 
of  two  hundred  and  eight  over  the  membership  of  last  year,  and  to 
these  are  to  be  added  an  increase  of  sixty  received  on  probation  more 
than  during  last  year,  so  that  now  the  membership  in  full  connection 
and  on  trial  numbers  two  thousand  three  hundred.  The  Conference 
numbers  twenty  members,  and  there  are  within  the  bounds  of  the 
work  forty  local  preachers.  During  the  year  past  the  number  of 
churches  has  increased  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-three.  The  same 
advance  is  found,  too,  in  the  Sabbath-school  work,  and  now  seventeen 
hundred  and  twenty-one  pupils  are  being  instructed  in  Christian  truth 
on  the  Sabbath  day.  In  the  matter  of  appropriations,  they  receive 
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from  the  Missionary  Society  only  such  amounts  as  are  necessary  to 
supply  the  deficiency  of  the  native  contributions,  and  since  1858  the 
Church  at  Monrovia  has  received  no  aid  whatever  from  the  Board, 
but  during  this  time  has  paid  its  pastor  and  kept  the  buildings  in 
repair;  and,  moreover,  the  school  has  been  supplied  with  the  neces- 
sary books,  tracts,  cards.  See.,  by  the  contributions  of  the  scholars 
themselves,  aided  by  friends. 

During  the  session  of  the  Conference  fraternal  communications  were 
received  from  other  religious  bodies,  and  the  courtesies  of  the  various 
pulpits  of  other  denominations  represented  in  Monrovia  were  tendered 
to  the  brethren.  Two  were  admitted  on  trial,  and  two,  having  been 
properly  recommended,  were  elected  to  the  order  of  local  deacon. 
All  the  usual  disciplinary  questions  were  asked  and  properly  answered, 
and,  having  had  a pleasant  and  harmonious  session,  the  Conference 
adjourned.  The  brethren  returned  to  their  fields  cheered  with  hope, 
and  believing  that  the  hand  of  God  is  with  them  for  good. — Mission- 
ary Advocate. 


LIBERIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Agricultural. — We  learn  from  farmers  in  different  sections  of  the 
country  that  the  coffee  crops  are  likely  to  be  larger  than  they  have 
ibeen  any  year  previous.  Some  of  their  trees  are  breaking  dowfi  with 
the  excessive  burden  of  their  golden  fruit,  and  they  generally  give 
promise  of  an  abundant  harvest.  The  ginger  crops  are  also  good, 
and  the  planters  have  commenced  digging  and  preparing  for  market. 

The  Legislature  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  1 8th  February,  having 
been  in  session  since  December  7th.  What  amount  of  good  they 
have  done  for  their  country  or  for  themselves  our  readers  must  judge 
from  what  they  can  learn  from  the  proceedings  of  that  august  body. 

Masonic  Celebration. — Sunday,  the  27th  December,  was  the  an- 
niversary of  St.  John  the  Evangelist — the  most  notable  feast  day 
among  t'he  Freemasons.  It  was  duly  observed  on  Monday  by  the 
Freemasons  of  Monrovia,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
We  are  informed  that  there  are  five  lodges  holding  warrants  under  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia.  Three  of  them  are  situated 
in  Montserrado  county,  one  in  Grand  Bassa,  and  the  other  in  Sinoe 
county.  The  Grand  Tyler  led  off  the  procession,  followed  by  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  No.  3 ; St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  2;  Oriental  Lodge,  No. 
1,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  closing  up  the  rear.  They  reached  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  at  1 1 o’clock  a.  m.,  where  a large  number 
of  persons  were  gathered  to  witness  the  exercises.  Singing  and 
prayeT  were  followed  by  an  oration  from  H.  D.  Brown,  Esq.,  orator 
for  the  occasion,  <on  the  Use  and  Abnse  of  Freemasonry.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  exercises  they  returned  to  their  hall,  to  finish  the  du- 
ties of  the  day.  Notably  among  the  present  members  of  the  craft. 
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we  find  President  J.  J.  Roberts  and  General  B.  P.  Yates,  who  are 
Past  Grand  Masters.  C.  B.  Dunbar,  M.  D.,  is  Grand  Master  for 
the  present  year.  Messrs.  S.  C.  Fuller,  W.  H.  Roe,  and  H.  D. 
Brown,  who  appeared  as  Masters  of  the  lodges  in  procession,  retired 
on  that  occasion,  thus  giving  place  to  others. — The  New  Era. 


LIBERIAN  FLOWERS. 

Most  of  the  African  flowers  differ  from  those  of  temperate  climes 
in  three  striking  characteristics,  viz,  brilliancy  of  color,  luxuriancy  of 
growth,  and  in  emitting  their  odor  after  sunset. 

The  last  peculiarity  has  been  admirably  described  by  Moore,  in 
speaking  of  that  lovely  native  of  India — the  fragrant  Jasmine : 

“The  flowers  that  wake  while  others  sleep, 

The  timid  Jasmine  buds,  that  keep 
Their  fragrance  to  themselves  all  day , 

But  when  the  sun-light  drives  away 
Let  their  delicious  secret  out.” 

A rare  and  very  beautiful  species  of  the'  Jasmine  grows  in  our 
African  forests.  The  bushes  sometimes  rise  to  the  height  of  ten 
feet,  and  are  densely  covered  with  large  pinnate,  oval  leaves.  The 
starry  white  flowers,  with  bright  pink  stems,  (clustered  on  what 
Botanists  term  a cyme,' ) raise  their  delicate  heads  in  striking  contrast 
with  the  heavy  masses  of  glossy,  dark  green  leaves.  Their  fragrance 
is  delightful.  If  we  happen  to  awaken  at  night  in  a room  where  a 
sprig  of  this  odorous  flower  has  dropped,  we  are  almost  inclined  to 
imagine  that,  instead  of  the  dreadful  malaria  we  strive  so  much  to 
keep  out, 

“ The  sweet  south  wind 
That  breathes  upon  a bank  of  violets, 

Stealing  and  giving  odor,” 

has,  by  some  miraculous  means,  penetrated  our  closely-shut  African 
chambers.  Most  aptly  did  the  ancients  call  this  sweet  flower  the 
“ Odorous  Violet .” 

So  much  has  been  written  about  the  majestic  Lilies  of  the  tropics 
that  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  many  finer  varieties  flourish 
on  our  Coast.  Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  of  these  is  the  white 
Chandelier  Lily,  so  called  from  having  six  narrow  petals,  four  inches 
long,  pendent  from  beneath,  and  six  stamens,  an  inch  shorter,  growing 
out  of  the  margin  of  a delicate,  funnel-shaped  corolla. 

The  Acacia  Mimosa , said  to  be  a native  of  the  Nile,  is  a beautiful 
but  fragile  looking  tree,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  high,  with  small 
yellow  flowers  peeping  out  from  among  its  branches  of  fine,  sensitive 
leaves,  and  giving  forth  a most  delicious  fragrance. 

In  passing  through  the  forests  we  are  continually  struck  by  the 
number  and  variety  of  luxuriant  vines,  so  closely  interwoven  with  the 
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branches  of  tall  trees  as  to  form  a complete  canopy.  Most  of  them 
are  covered  with  small  white  flowers,  apparently  almost  too  delicate 
to  touch. 

Many  of  the  flower-bearing  shrubs  of  temperate  climes  when  trans- 
planted here  attain  to  the  height  of  trees.  Some  years  since  a mem- 
ber of  our  mission  brought  across  the  Atlantic  a small  cutting  of  the 
Oleander,  from  which  has  sprung  a number  of  stately  trees.  Some 
in  the  garden  at  Cavalla  have  already  grown  full  twenty  feet  high,  and 
are  almost  constantly  covered  with  double  pink  flowers,  which,  for 
richness  and  beauty,  surpass  anything  we  have  ever  seen.  A lovely 
sight  it  is  to  see  these  magnificent  trees  circled  by  birds  of  brilliant 
plumage. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  convince  my  readers  that  flowers,  so  appro- 
priately styled  “ The  smiles  of  God,”  have  not  been  withheld  from  this 
land  of  moral  darkness.  We  earnestly  pray  that  the  day  may  come 
when  these  beautiful  gifts  of  our  Heavenly  Father  may  be  appreciated 
by  a redeemed  and  enlightened  people,  and  that  Africa,  spiritually,  as 
well  as  naturally,  may  “ rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.” — West 
African  Record. 


EDUCATION  IN  LIBERIA. 

LETTER  FROM  REV.  EDWARD  W.  BLYDEN. 

Dear  Sir  : The  people  on  the  St.  Paul’s  river  manifest  great  interest 
in  the  reopening  of  the  Alexander  High  School,  and  I have  numerous 
applications  for  admission,  far  more,  I am  afraid,  than  we  shall  be  able 
to  accommodate,  though  such  is  my  sense  of  the  need  of  education 
among  the  Americo-Liberians,  and  so  many  are  the  demands  for  teach- 
ing from  native  districts,  that  I should  be  glad  if  we  were  able  to 
admit  and  train*  as  teachers  fifty  boys  from  among  the  aborigines  and 
the  Liberians. 

Just  imagine,  that  along  the  whole  Liberian  Coast — from  Gallinas 
to  Cape  Palmeas — a distance  of  five  hundred  miles,  containing  a pop- 
ulation estimated  at  over  half  a million,  there  is  not  one  Normal 
school,  and  not  one  institution  for  the  training  of  ministers. 

In  the  whole  interval  of  country  from  Gallinas  to  Cape  Mount, 
forty  miles,  there  is  not  one  school  of  any  kind.  At  Cape  Mount 
there  are  one  or  two  primary  schools.  In  the  region  of  country  be- 
tween Cape  Mount  and  Monrovia,  sixty  miles,  there  is  not  one 
school.  Between  Monrovia  and  Grand  Bassa,  a distance  of  eighty 
miles,  except  two  or  three  Mission  schools  at  Junk,  there  is  not  one 
school.  Between  Bassa  and  Sinoe,  one  hundred  miles,  not  one  school. 
Between  Sinoe  and  Cape  Palmas,  near  two  hundred  miles,  not  one 
school. 

Now,  it  must  be  at  once  evident  what  a great  educational  work 
devolves  upon  us  in  this  country,  if  we  are  to  maintain  our  position  as 
civilized  and  Christian  settlements,  and  perform  the  aggressive  work 
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which  we  are  expected  to  achieve,  and  which  some  of  us  on  the  spot 
are  exceedingly  anxious  to  see  carried  forward.  Are  the  Churches  in 
America  willing  to  allow  the  light  kindled  on  these  shores  to  go  out 
in  pagan  darkness,  or  to  be  smothered  by  Mohammedan  fanaticism  ? 
Feeble  as  we  are  here,  we  have  gained  some  advantage.  We  form  an 
important  starting-point  for  missionary  operations  in  the  “ regions 
beyond.”  We  have,  as  organized  Christian  communities,  the  respect 
of  the  Mohammedans  to  a much  greater  degree  than  isolated  Mission 
Stations  could  ever  acquire.  The  various  appliances  and  conveniences 
of  civilization — the  school-houses,  churches,  books,  which  they  see 
among  us;  the  farms,  the  workshops,  and  the  stores — inspire  them 
with  a somewhat  adequate  conception  of  the  enlightening  and  elevat- 
ing work  which  the  Christian  system  may  perform  for  their  country. 
A single  missionary  or  missionary  family  could  not  appeal  to  their 
understanding  from  so  many  points — agricultural,  commercial,  educa- 
tional, and  religious. 

The  Rev.  David  A.  Day,  the  Lutheran  missionary  at  Muhlenberg, 
a station  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  St.  Paul’s  river  from  Harrisburg, 
about  three  miles  higher  up,  informed  me  yesterday  that  he  has  fre- 
quent visits  from  intelligent  .Mohammedans  at  his  station.  He  showed 
me  a specimen  of  the  Arabic  MSS.  they  leave  with  him. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  David,  a Baptist  missionary  from  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Convention,  has  just  informed  me  that  a native  chief  from  Cape 
Mount,  who  had  learned  of  his  arrival,  called  upon  him  to  urge  him 
to  establish  schools  in  his  district.  There  is  now  in  the  town  of  that 
chief  a Mandingo  priest,  from  the  interior,  who  conducts  daily 
Mohammedan  services.  Throughout  the  Vey  country  there  is  a 
Mohammedan  priest  in  every  town,  but  they  would  readily  yield  to 
the  Christian  teacher. 

The  Veys,  like  the  Ashantees,  and  some  of  the  Dahomians,  are 
only  in  the  process  of  conversion  to  Islam.  They  observe,  many  of 
them,  the  outward  forms,  some  of  the  prayers,  & c.,  but  continue  to 
indulge  in  many  of  their  heathen  practices.  They  are  at  present 
what  might  be  called  proselytes  of  the  gate , and  nothing  more,  and  are, 
therefore,  accessible  to  the  influence  of  a purer  and  higher  faith. 


EQUATORIAL  AFRICA— THE  OGOVI  RIVER. 

LETTER  FROM  REV.  R.  H.  NASSAU,  M.  D. 

At  Cape  Lopez,  some  sixty  miles  south  of  the  equator,  a large 
river,  whose  name  is  variously  spelled,  by  the  English,  Ugobai ; by 
the  French,  Ogonue  ; by  the  Germans,  Ogowe ; and  by  the  native 
Mpongwes,  Ogovi,  (pronounced  Ogovwi,)  empties  itself  by  numer- 
ous mouths,  making  an  enormous  delta,  as  the  Nile,  Niger,  and 
Mississippi.  Three  of  these  mouths  open  into  Nazareth  Bay,  north 
of  Cape  Lopez,  viz : the  Nazareth,  the  Ogovi,  (proper,)  and  the 


86 


The  Ogovi  River . [July, 

Lopez  rivers.  The  Mexias  and  Farnand  Vas  open  to  the  south  of 
the  cape.  The  stream  that  opens  by  the  Farnand  Vas  mouth  is  the 
longest  side  of  the  triangle  of  the  delta,  as  it  starts  from  the  Ogovi  at 
least  seventy-five  miles  up  the  river. 

Living  at  the  mouths  north  of  Cape  Lopez  is  the  Orungu  tribe. 
They  have  done  a large  business  in  slaves  in  past  years,  and  have 
amassed  a great  deal  of  wealth.  They,  in  spite  of  their  proximity  to 
the  French  at  Gaboon,  still  export  slaves,  by  the  aid  of  the  Portu- 
guese, to  St.  Thomas  and  Princess  Islands,  less  than  two  hundred 
miles  westward. 

Up  the  Ogovi,  for  eighty  miles,  are  scattering  villages  of  the 
Nkami  (miswritten  by  Du  Chaillu  “ Commi,”  and  by  the  English, 
“ Camma,”)  tribe.  Beyond  them,  for  ninety  miles  further,  are  the 
Galwa,  with  a small  sprinkling  of  two  or  three  other  smaller  tribes. 
These — the  Orungu,  Nkami,  and  Galwa — all  speak  such  close  dia- 
lects of  the  Mpongwe,  that  the  four  tribes  have  no  difficulty  in  making 
themselves  perfectly  well  understood  by  each  other.  For  fifty  miles 
beyond  the  Galwa  is  the  Akele  tribe,  (plural  Bakele.)  Their  lan- 
guage (called  Dikele)  resembles  more  the  Benga  than  it  does  the 
Mpongwe.  Further  on  are  the  Okota  and  other  tribes,  whose  speech 
also  is  said  to  resemble  the  Benga. 

Long  ago,  in  the  prosperous  days  of  the  old  Gaboon  mission,  be- 
fore its  weakness  had  made  it  seek  strength  by  union  with  the  equally 
weak  former  Corisco  mission,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Walker  and  Preston 
had  visited  the  Ogovi  river.  They  found  the  usual  mangroves  lining 
the  marshy  shores  for  the  first  thirty  or  forty  miles,  with  scarcely 
enough  of  solid  land  on  which  to  build  even  native  huts.  Then,  for 
the  next  forty  miles,  they  found  only  a scattering  Nkami  population, 
and  so  much  opposition  by  those  Nkami  to  their  going  on  to  the  next 
tribe,  where  they  might  find  healthy  high  ground  for  a mission  sta- 
tion, that  the  Gaboon  mission  made  no  further  effort  there,  though 
either  of  those  gentlemen  were  willing  to  make  the  difficult  attempt 
if  the  other  members  of  the  mission  had  relieved  them  from  their 
posts  in  the  Gaboon.  The  same  Nkami  opposition  would  probably 
have  been  made  to  my  entering  at  this  time.  But  fortunately,  in 
1866,  an  English  gentleman,  engaged  in  trade  and  exploration — my 
friend,  R.  B.  N.  Walker,  F.  R.  G.  S. — forced  his  way,  with  much 
danger  and  loss,  more  than  two  hundred  miles  up  this  river.  And  in 
1872  he  established  a trading  post  one  hundred  and  sixty  or  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  miles  from  the  mouth  among  the  Galwa,  passing  by 
the  Orungu  and  Nkami,  by  means  of  a small  stream,  and  explored  the 
river  for  one  hundred  miles  further  than  on  his  1866  journey.  Other 
traders  and  explorers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  success  of  his 
daring.  And  now  our  mission,  though  reduced  by  their  final  return 
to  America  of  several  of  its  members,  felt  called  on,  like  Gideon  with 
only  his  three  hundred,  to  go  up  to  this  African  interior. 

I was  appointed  for  this  purpose  at  the  mission  meeting  held  at 
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Corisco,  Monday,  July  13th.  I immediately  proceeded  to  Gaboon 
to  prepare  for  the  journey,  intending  to  go  overland  with  a chosen 
few  of  the  mission  employees  and  a minimum  of  baggage.  Various 
hindrances,  by  the  season  of  the  year,  by  mission  necessity,  and  by 
native  traders  and  others  who  did  not  sympathize  with  the  idea  of 
enlightening  the  interior  tribes  among  whom  they  traded,  delayed  me. 
Returning  to  Benita,  I finally  started  from  there  by  boat,  with  two 
faithful  Kombi  young  men,  on  Saturday,  August  29th,  to  Elobi, 
Corisco  Bay  ; and  thence,  on  Saturday,  September  5th,  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  Mr.  Walker,  was  made  a comfortable  passenger  on  his  steamer 
“ Pioneer,”  (the  same  as  used,  while  it  belonged  to  the  British  navy, 
by  Livingstone  on  the  Zambesi  in  1858.)  Stopping  at  Gaboon  for 
provisions,  we  proceeded  on  our  way  south,  Tuesday,  September  8th. 
Everybody  at  Gaboon  prophesied  that  there  was  no  use  in  starting  so 
very  early  in  the  rainy  season,  that  the  water  of  the  river  was  not 
risen,  and  that  the  steamer,  drawing  five  feet,  could  not  pass  the  nu- 
merous sand-bars.  Nevertheless,  as  the  “ Pioneer  ” was  proceeding 
on  its  own  trade  orders,  I clung  to  its  fate. 

We  entered  the  Ogovi  on  Thursday,  September,  10th,  and  on 
Friday,  the  nth,  after  having  gone  some  fifty  or  sixty  miles,  were 
stopped  by  impassible  sand-bars.  The  river  runs  with  a swift  cur- 
rent, and  rates  less  than  one  thousand  yards  in  width,  for  my  Win- 
chester rifle  (ranged  for  this  distance)  had  no  difficulty  in  striking,  at 
almost  any  point  on  the  route,  from  bank  to  bank.  We  lay  at  anchor 
for  two  weeks,  waiting  for  the  unusually  late  and  daily  expected  rains, 
and  finally  got  ahead  on  Thursday,  24th,  reaching  the  English  trading- 
house  of  Mr.  Walker’s  clerk,  Mr.  Sinclair,  on  October  1st.  He, 
with  his  assistant,  and  a German  house  with  its  clerk  and  assistant, 
are  the  only  four  white  residents  on  the  river,  though  there  are  others 
who  have  been  attracted  in  the  interest  of  science  or  of  adventure,  to 
this  only  open  door  to  the  interior  from  the  equatorial  portion  of  the 
Coast.  Two  French  gentlemen,  the  Marquis  de  Compeigne  and  M. 
March,  have  lately  returned  from  four  hundred  miles  up  the  river. 
Dr.  Linz,  of  Dr.  Geisefeldt’s  German  Congo  Expedition,  I met  on 
his  way  down.  He  had  gathered  several  good  skeleton  specimens  of 
the  gorilla,  also  auriferous  quartz  and  other  stones,  indicating  the  geo- 
logical presence  of  diamonds  or  other  precious  stones.  At  the  Ger- 
man house  was  also  the  Baron  Von  Koppenfels,  an  officer  in  the 
German  army,  seeking  independent  adventure.  He  had  gathered 
81,500  worth  of  rare  birds,  and  skins,  and  curiosities. 

The  Ogovi  is  very  varied  in  the  aspect  of  its  banks.  The  charac- 
teristics of  the  vegetation,  &c.,  as  I advanced  up  the  river,  showed, 
day  by  day,  the  constant  rise  in  the  land  toward  the  interior  high- 
lands. In  the  first  thirty  miles  the  banks  were  lined  with  mangroves, 
pandauns,  and  palms ; then,  until  seventy  miles,  papyrus,  bulrush, 
palms,  and  a few  forest  trees  ; then,  until  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
palms,  forest  trees,  high  banks,  and  rocky  points  ; then,  until,  one 
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hundred  and  seventy  miles,  high  rocky  banks,  and  isolated  hills  ; then, 
to  this  point,  two  hundred  miles  (but  only  one  hundred  and  thirty 
in  a straight  line  from  the  sea)  good  solid  banks  and  undulating 
hills. 

This  point,  from  which  I write,  is  in  the  midst  of  a large  pop- 
ulation, some  thirty  miles  beyond  the  English  trade  factory,  and 
some  twenty  beyond  the  junction  of  the  Ngunge  river  with  Ogovi. 
The  Ngunge  comes  from  the  south,  and  is  the  locale  of  Du  Chail- 
lu’s  “ My  Apingi  Kingdom.”  Where  it  joins  the  Ogovi,  the 
natives  call  the  latter  by  a new  name,  “Okanda.”  I disregard  this. 
It  is  a mistake,  just  as  if  the  Mississippi,  above  the  junction  of  the 
Missouri,  should  be  called  by  a new  name.  This  custom  of  calling 
different  parts  of  the  same  river  by  different  names  exists  all  across  this 
continent,  and  has  given  travellers  trouble.  It  was  one  of  the  con- 
fusing causes  that  was  constantly  starting  up  in  Dr.  Livingstone’s  way 
in  his  search  for  the  sources  of  the  Nile. 

I am  spending  two  months  among  the  Akele  tribe,  examining  locali- 
ties to  build  our  first  interior  station.  In  selecting  a spot,  there  are  sev- 
eral questions,  as  to  elevation,  accessibility,  water  privileges,  contig- 
uity to  population,  and  other  desirable  points  that  are  to  be  looked 
at,  so  that  I have  daily  to  be  tramping  through  the  forest  or  paddling 
about  the  river  surveying ; and  at  night  I tell  to  the  natives,  in  their 
huts,  the  objects  of  the  missionary’s  errand.  You  will  smile  at  an 
English  speaker  talking  in  Bengi  to  a Kombi,  who  talks  in  Mpongwe 
to  a Galwa,  who  finishes  the  dilution  of  my  words  in  Dikele. 


FRENCH  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

The  French  Government,  doubtless  inspired  by  the  successes  of 
Livingstone,  Stanley,  Schweinfurth,  Cameron,  and  other  African  trav- 
ellers, has  resolved  to  dispatch  an  exploring  expedition  into  Central 
Africa.  The  enterprise  will  be  under  the  management  of  M.  Savoig- 
nan  de  Brazza,  a naval  officer,  who  for  two  years  has  been  making 
preliminary  arrangements  in  Senegal  and  elsewhere.  He  will  be  ac- 
companied by  M.  Marche,  who  has  already  made  a successful  expedi- 
tion up  the  river  Ogovi  in  company  with  the  Marquis  de  Compiegne. 
These  two  travellers,  indeed,  reached  the  furthest  limits  which  have 
as  yet  been  attained  inland  in  this  part  of  Africa.  Lieutenant  Cam- 
eron, according  to  the  latest  intelligence,  was  preparing,  much  further 
south,  to  descend  to  the  Coast  from  Lake  Tanganyika,  and  in  M. 
Marche’s  opinion  he  will  probably  discover  that  the  Congo  issues 
from  Lake  Tanganyika,  in  the  same  way  as  the  Nile  does  from  the 
Lake  of  Eastern  Africa.  The  expedition  of  MM.  de  Brazza  and 
Marche  is  supported  by  a grant  of  money  from  the  Ministry  of  Marine, 
and  will  probably  be  further  assisted  by  the  Ministers  of  Commerce 
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and  Publie  Instructions.  The  French  Geographical  Society  has  also 
lent  its  influence  and  aid  on  behalf  of  the  scheme. 

The  white  men  of  the  expedition — namely,  MM.  de  Brazza  and 
Marche,  together  with  a doctor  and  a quartermaster — will  leave 
France  early  in  September  for  Senegal,  where  they  will  be  joined  by 
a party  of  twelve  Laptots,  or  native  sailors,  under  the  command  of  a 
chief.  These  auxiliaries  have  been  for  several  months  drilled  and 
instructed  in  the  use  of  the  cassepot,  with  which  they  will  be  armed. 
It  is  for  their  especial  benefit  that  M.  de  Brazza  takes  a sum  of  5,000 
francs  in  new  five-franc  pieces.  At  Senegal  an  armed  vessel  will,  by 
order  of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  be  in  readiness  to  transport  the  party 
to  the  Gaboon,  and  thence  to  the  river  Ogovi,  on  the  banks  of 
which  will  be  engaged  two  interpreters  and  a force  of  1 50  men  of  the 
Fan  tribe,  under  the  command  of  a chief  brought  up  at  the  French 
mission  house.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  MM.  de  Brazza  and  Marche 
to  introduce  the  French  flag  into  these  unknown  regions  as  peacefully 
as  possible,  though,  of  course,  they  desire  to  create  an  impression 
which  shall  be  lasting. 

How  far  the  expedition  will  be  able  to  go  is  a question  which  will, 
of  course,  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  character 
of  the  inhabitants;  but  both  travellers  have  a modestly-expressed  but 
evidently  fixed  aim — namely,  to  try  their  utmost  to  accomplish  the 
stupendous  task  of  crossing  Africa  from  the  mouth  of  the  Congo  to 
the  basin  of  the  White  Nile. 


THE  SALUBRITY  OF  INTERIOR  AFRICA. 

Sir  Samuel  Baker,  the  African  explorer,  in  a late  speech  said  that 
instead  of  the  sterile  desert  hitherto  shown  on  the  maps.  Central  Africa 
is  a magnificent  country,  rising  to  a mean  level  of  nearly  five  thousand 
feet  above  the  sea.  From  this  elevated  plateau  mountains  rise  to 
various  altitudes ; the  climate  is  healthy,  the  soil  extremely  fertile, 
the  landscape  resembles  a beautiful  English  park ; the  rainfall  extends 
over  nine  or  ten  months  of  the  year ; the  country  is  well  watered  by 
numerous  streams ; the  population  is  in  many  districts  large,  and 
where  the  slavers  have  not  penetrated,  the  natives  are  well  disposed. 

Dr.  Livingstone,  in  a letter  written  a short  time  before  his  death, 
says  of  immense  tracts  of  land  just  below  the  equator:  “The  whole  of 
this  upland  region,  being  between  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  four 
thousand  feet  above  the  sea,  is  comparatively  cold ; the  land  is  undula- 
ting, the  grass  is  short,  and  cattle  thrive  on  it,  and  are  abundant. 
Grasses  which  in  the  hot  lowlands  obtain  a height  of  five  or  six 
feet  here  appear  only  one  or  two  feet  high.  Wheat  and  rice  are  suc- 
cessfully cultivated,  and  require  only  about  three  months  to  come  to 
maturity.” 
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Similar  are  the  statements  made  by  distinguished  German  travellers 
who  have  explored  the  Central  African  regions  which  lie  to  the 
west  of  those  which  these  eminent  Englishmen  have  visited.  Dr. 
Schweinfurth,  the  author  of  The  Heart  of  Africa , has  spent  three 
years  and  travelled  over  two  thousand  miles  in  the  regions  immediately 
to  the  west  of  those  explored  by  Sir  Samuel  Baker ; and  in  countries 
which  had  been  supposed  to  be  desert,  he  was  enraptured  by  the  un- 
rivalled loveliness  of  nature.  “ The  early  rains  had  commenced,  and 
were  clothing  all  the  park-like  scenery,  meadows,  trees,  and  shrubs, 
with  the  verdure  of  spring.  Emulating  the  tulips  and  hyacinths  of 
European  gardens,  splendid  bulbous  plants  sprang  up  everywhere,  while 
blossoms  of  the  gayest  hue  gleamed  among  the  fresh  foliage.  The 
April  rains  are  not  continuous,  but  nevertheless  trees  and  under-wood 
were  all  in  bloom,  and  the  grass  was  like  a lawn  for  smoothness. 
The  forest  growths  were  of  great  variety,  and  nearly  all  productive 
of  some  species  of  fruit,  nut,  or  bean.  Flowering  vines  and  shrubs 
filled  the  air  with  soft  fragrance,  and  the  inventive  genius  of  nature 
seemed  inexhaustible. ” 

Gerhard  Rohlfs  has  made  the  regions  westward  of  those  traversed 
by  Dr.  Schweinfurth  his  domain,  as  it  were,  and  he  has  performed  a 
long  series  of  travels  in  the  western  half  of  the  continent  of  Africa, 
and  discovered  many  new  lands  never  before  visited  by  Europeans. 
On  one  of  his  journeys  he  started  from  Tripoli  and  went  southward 
across  Fezzan  to  the  great  lake  Tsad,  and  the  kingdoms  of  Kanem 
and  Bornou,  the  most  central  ones  in  Africa.  At  another  time  he 
passed  through  Morocco  to  Timbuctoo,  and  from  thence  to  South 
Central  Africa,  and  finally  made  for  the  Atlantic  Coast  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Niger,  where  he  took  the  steamer  for  England.  This  was 
equal  to  Livingstone’s  celebrated  feat  of  crossing  the  continent  from 
Loando  to  Zanzibar.  Rohlfs  states  that  comparatively  little  of  the 
area  supposed  to  be  desert  is  really  so,  and  that  much  the  greater  part 
of  Central  Africa  is  grass  covered,  well  wooded  and  well  watered,  and 
that  on  the  many  and  extensive  highlands  the  climate  is  quite  salu- 
brious. 

It  seems  evident,  therefore,  that  Missionaries  on  almost  all  parts  of  the 
Coasts  of  Africa  will  find  as  they  advance  inland  higher  and  healthier 
regions,  and  the  continent  will  doubtless  be  eventually  evangelized  from 
strong  stations  in  the  interior  rather  than  from  points  on  the  Coast; 
though  stations  on  the  sea-board  will,  of  course,  continue  to  be  re- 
quired. Before  there  can  be  much  advance  into  the  interior,  how- 
ever, Christians  at  home  must  realize  more  than  they  now  do  their  duty 
and  their  responsibility,  and  the  listlessness  and  indifference  of  many 
of  the  professed  followers  of  Christ  must  give  place  to  enlightened 
zeal,  liberal  support,  and  earnest  endeavor. — The  Spirit  of  Missions. 
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ETHIOPIA. 

Ethiopia,  that  far  off  land,  to  Thee,  Oh  God  ! to  Thee, 

Is  stretching  forth  her  pleading  hands,  mutely,  beseechingly  $ 

She  waketh  from  her  long  dark  night,  now  dawns  her  morn’s  first  ray, 

But  soon  shall  flash  the  brighter  beams  of  her  meridian  day, 

That  glorious  day  when  Christ  shall  reign  o’er  all  that  sunbright  land, 

And  the  Gospel  of  his  grace  be  preached  unto  its  farthest  strand. 

Ethiopia!  Ethiopia!  yes,  rouse  thee  from  thy  gloom, 

Like  Memnon’s  statue,  that  the  sun’s  first  orient  rays  illume, 

Till  from  its  rigid  heart  wells  forth  such  votive  incense  song, 

As  all  thy  mountain  tops  and  plains  re-echo  and  prolong  j 
Oh ! let  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  awaken  up  in  thee, 

A jubilate  hymn  to  sound  through  all  eternity. 

And,  oh ! that  crown  of  righteousness,  that  God  will  give  to  thee, 

For  glory  and  for  beauty,  will  be  marvellous  to  see — 

Oh  ! land  redeemed,  so  long  enthralled  by  ignorance  and  sin, 

There  shall  the  blessed  Cross  of  Christ  new  glorious  triumphs  win, 

Then  from  thy  deserts  shall  spring  forth  gladly  refreshing  streams, 

Then  flash  from  all  thy  mountain  tops  the  sun’s  life-giving  beams. 

• 

Stretch  forth,  then,  Ethiopia,  thy  pleading  hands  to  God, 

Redeemed  and  disenthralled,  thou  art  the  purchase  of  Christ’s  blood  j 
Claim  now  thy  rich  inheritance,  thy  glorious  heritage, 

And  write  thy  blest  baptismal  name  on  history’s  shining  page ; 

So  all  may  know  that  Africa,  through  Christ’s  redeeming  grace, 

Hath  taken  among  Christian  lands  her  true,  her  rightful  place. 

Oh,  sainted  be  the  memory  of  those,  that  for  her  died, 

Their  all  for  her  with  cheerfulness  who  freely  sacrificed, 

Home,  friends,  and  country,  life  itself,  her  weal  at  any  cost ; 

“A  thousand  missionaries  fall  ere  Africa  be  lost!  ”* 

These  were  thy  words,  devoted  one,  even  with  thy  dying  breath  j 
How  many  a martyr  has  been  made  even  by  that  martyr’s  death. 

And,  by  that  life  just  offered  up,  that  priceless  holocaust, 

His  life,  thy  peerless  Livingstone’s ! thou  never  canst  be  lost ; 

But,  gathered  with  the  nations,  all  of  every  clime  and  race, 

Shalt  take  at  last  around  the  throne  thy  true  allotted  place ; 

There  join  the  paean  of  the  world  in  one  exulting  psalm 
Of  glory,  hallelujah  to  God  and  to  the  Lamb  ! 

Mrs.  Martin. 

Columbia,  S.  C.  June,  1875 


The  dying  words  of  Melville  B.  Cox,  of  the  African  Mission  of  the  Methodist  E.  Church. 
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The  Alexander  High  School,  in  Liberia,  it  is  now  expected,  will  be  reopened  by 
Rev.  Edward  W.  Blyden,  LL.  D.,  assisted  by  Mr.  Albert  B.  King.  In  former  years, 
especially  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  David  A.  Wilson,  this  school  was  the  means 
of  educating  young  men,  some  of  whom  are  now  persons  of  influence  in  Liberia*  Dr. 
Blyden  was  one  of  its  scholars.  It  is  hoped  that  it  may  again  prove  a means  of  great 
good  to  that  country. 

Appealing  for  the  Gospel. — The  report  of  the  Liberia  Conference,  which  met 
at  Monrovia,  January  28th,  shows  a continued  prosperity  and  steady  advance  of  the 
work  of  missions.  Young  Joe  West,  of  the  Bassa  tribe,  had  asked  the  Conference 
for  help,  and  the  Conference  replied  that  they  had  the  men  but  not  the  means.  Joe 
has  been  baptised,  and  is  a devoted  Christian  and  a member  of  the  Church.  C.  A. 
Pitman  reported  of  the  same  district  that  for  two  hundred  miles  in  the  country  the 
natives  were  appealing  to  the  preachers  of  the  Gospel  Rev.  Daniel  Ware  says  : “The 
King  of  New  Cess  (Liberia)  professes  to  be  a true  convert  to  the  Christian  religion,  and 
I am  led  to  believe  that  his  conversion  is  genuine.  I visited  his  place  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  and  preaching  to  him,  and  found  matters  even  as  they  had  been  represented. 
He  has  thrown  away  all  his  gregrees,  (charms,)  and  has  built  a comfortable  house  for 
the  worship  of  God.  The  old  gentleman  conducts  service  himself,  and  instructs  his 
people  as  best  he  can  in  the  way  of  godliness.” 

Liberia  Baptist  Mission. — At  the  training  school,  which  recently  had  the  closing 
exercises  for  the  term,  one  young  man  was  sent  forth,  as  an  approved  Gospel  laborer. 
The  school  has  resolved  itself  into  an  “ African  Mite  Society,”  and  hired  this  young  man 
to  go  among  the  Congoes,  teach  Sabbath  school,  lecture  and  hold  meetings  among 
them.  Twelve  have  lately  been  hopefully  converted  and  baptised  at  Arthington. 
The  natives  of  adjoining  towns  are  anxious  for  thj  Gospel,  and  many  come  to  join  in 

the  services.  At  Caldwell  there  are  four  accepted  candidates. 

\ 

Sierra  Leone  and  the  Gambia. — The  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  cause  Letters  Pat- 
ent to  be  passed  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United  Kingdom  constituting  the  settle- 
ments of  Sierra  Leone  and  on  the  Gambia  into  one  Government,  to  be  called  the 
West  African  Settlements,  and  providing  for  the  Government  thereof.  Her  Majesty 
has  also  been  pleased  to  appoint  Cornelius  Henderickson  Kortright,  Esq.,  (Adminis- 
trator of  the  Government  of  the  Settlement  on  the  Gambia,)  to  be  Governor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  West  African  Settlements. — London  Gazette , 

Removal  ofJSeat  of  Government. — Not  least  important  among  the  news  received 
during  the  past  month  from  the  West  Coast  is  that  of  the  final  decision  as  regards  the 
seat  of  Government  for  the  Gold  Coast  Colony.  It  has  been  determined  that  it  shall 
be  removed  from  Cape  Coast  Castle  to  Christiansborg  Castle,  Accra.  The  fine  old 
Danish  slave-trade  fort  is  now  to  become  really  the  head-quarters  of  British  power  and 
authority  in  the  newly-constituted  Colony.  Material  and  stores  were  already  in  course 
of  transport  by  sea  from  one  fort  to  the  other,  and  everything  indicated  that  the  deci- 
sion arrived  at  would  be  immediately  carried  into  execution. — African  Times . 
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The  Niger  River. — The  reports  for  the  Niger  river  Episcopal  Mission  for  1874 
are  highly  encouraging.  Seven  men,  who  have  been  in  the  training  school  at  Sierra 
Leone,  have  been  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry  by  Bishop  Crowther 
at  one  of  the  stations  on  the  Niger.  Under  the  Bishop’s  supervision  one  thousand 
and  ninety-three  converts  have  been  gathered  at  the  various  stations  along  the  Niger, 
where  they  are  regularly  ■ visited  by  means  of  the  English  steamers  which  ply  that 
great  African  highway;  and  the  native  kings  and  chiefs  and  converts  have  contributed 
towards  missions  in  their  own  country  a total  of  £1,230. 

An  Italian  Expedition. — The  London  Academy  announces  the  fitting  out  of  an 
Italian  African  Expedition,  which,  landing  on  the  shores  of  the  Red  Sea,  expects  to 
proceed  to  Ankober,  the  capital  of  the  Abyssinian  kingdom  of  Shoe,  and  thence 
over  the  almost  entirely  unknown  region  to  the  westward  across  the  Galla  country  in 
the  direction  of  the  Victoria  Nyanza.  This  region  is  believed  to  be  especially  interest- 
ing to  the  traveller  and  naturalist,  being  mountainous,  and  having  a climate  analogous 
to  that  of  the  Abyssinian  highlands. 

New  English  Missions. — Christians  in  Great  Britain  seem  to  be  stirred  now,  partly 
by  the  death  of  Livingstone,  and  the  memory  of  his  life,  to  increased  missionary  effort 
in  the  land  that  he  did  so  much  to  open,  among  men  whose  debasement,  wrongs,  and 
sufferings  he  so  feelingly  presented.  The  English  Church  Missionary  Society  has  re- 
cently sent  a company  of  eight  laborers  to  East  Africa,  designing  “ to  establish  one 
strong  station,  with  a view  to  a chain  of  stations  towards  the  interior;”  the  Foreign 
Mission  Committee  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  has  issued  an  appeal  for  a special  fund 
to  establish  a new  mission,  also  in  East  Africa,  “in  the  neighborhood  of  Cape  Mac- 
lear,  at  the  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Nyassa  ; ” and  still  more  recently,  “ The  Record  ” 
of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  announced,  “ a resolution  of  our  Church  to  establish, 
in  conjuction  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  a new  mission  in  Africa,  to  be 
named  “ Livingstonia,”  after  the  famous  traveller,”  and  to  be  located  on  the  banks  of 
Lake  Nyassa.  Meetings  had  been  held  in  favor  of  the  object  in  Glasgow,  Dundee, 
and  Edinburgh,  and  about  £8,000  (^40,000  gold)  subscribed. 

Canal  to  Timbuctoo. — A bold  project  for  the  civilization  of  Africa  is  announced, 
under  the  sanction  of  Captain  Sir  John  H.  Glover,  Mr.  R.  N.  Fowler,  and  other 
well-known  gentlemen.  This  is  the  formation  of  a canal  for  commercial  purposes 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Belta  on  the  Atlantic,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cape  Juby 
and  Cape  Bajador,  opposite  the  Canary  Islands,  a distance  of  740  miles.  Such  a high- 
way would  open  up  the  African  continent  to  the  world,  and  it  is  believed  that  no  for- 
midable obstacle  opposes  its  construction,  but  that  the  conformation  of  the  great  Desert 
of  Sahara  favors  the  scheme.  For  630  miles  of  the  distance  there  is  a great  hollow, 
supposed  to  be  250  feet  below  the  level  of  the  Atlantic,  which  was  probably  at  one 
time  covered  by  the  sea.  This  low  country  is  separated  from  the  Coast  by  a broken 
ridge  of  about  thirty  miles,  through  which  the  river  Belta  runs  for  twenty-five 
miles,  so  that  all  that  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  reach  it  is  to  deepen  the  channel 
of  the  river,  cut  through  the  ridge,  and  let  the  Atlantic  fall  into  the  vast  arid  basin. 
In  this  way  a fine  sheet  of  water  could  be  formed,  the  elimate  would  be  improved, 
the  country  would  become  more  fertile  for  pasturage,  and  agriculture  and  commerce 
would  be  carried  into  the  heart  of  Africa. — London  Daily  News. 
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African  Acacia  Trees. — Dr.  Sweinfurth,  who  has  written  the  last  book  about 
Africa,  tells  of  a forest  of  acacia  trees  he  passed  through.  These  are  called  by  the 
natives  soffar , a word  signifying  a flute.  The  name  is  given  because  the  acacia  trees 
are  pierced  with  circular  holes  by  a small  insect,  and  the  wind,  as  it  plays  upon  the 
openings,  produces  flute-like  sounds.  In  the  winter,  when  the  trees  are  stripped  of 
their  leaves,  and  boughs  as  white  as  chalk  stretch  out  like  ghosts,  the  wind,  sighing 
through  the  insfect-made  flutes,  fills  the  whole  air  with  soft,  melancholy  tunes.  One 
who  has  traversed  these  “ soffar  ” forests  on  a breezy,  moonlight  nights  can  never  for- 
get the  strange  and  weird  effect  produced  upon  the  imagination. 

Extension  ofJEgyptian  Empire. — The  German  African  explorer,  Dr.  Schweinfurth 
has  been  selected  by  the  Khedive  to  establish  an  Egyptian  Geographical  Society.  It 
will  assist  in  all  exploration  in  Southern  Egypt,  and  will  open  new  roads  to  commerce 
in  Central  Africa.  Many  railroads,  telegraphs,  and  canals  are  being  built  in  the  vast 
Egyptian  Empire,  and  the  new  society  will  have  a large  field  for  its  operations  on  ac- 
count of  the  new  conquests. 

Hon.  Albert  Fearing. — Another  faithful  and  liberal  friend  of  Africa  has  finished 
his  course  and  gone  to  his  reward.-  Hon.  Albert  Fearing,  who  died  May  24,  aged  77, 
was  for  twenty  years  President  of  the  Trustees  of  Donations  for  Education  in  Liberia, 
and  besides  much  personal  labor  and  time  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of 
Liberia  College,  he  gave  $5,000  as  a permanent  fund  for  its  library,  and  $25,000  as  a 
permanent  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  in  the  support  of  the  College. 
Mr.  Fearing  was,  since  1853,3  Life  Director  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 
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Russell,  ea.  $5  ; Mr.  David  Cole,  $2 ; 


Miss  Fanny  Poesy,  75c 37  75 

Jerseyviile — Miss  Kate  Cheney,  Mr. 

Murry  Bacon,  ea.  $5  ; Hon.  George 
E Warren,  83;  W.  J.  Hudman,  Dea- 
con Still,  ea  81 ; John  L.  Terrell,  50c.  15  50 

Iowa.  ($50.) 

Vinton — Rev.  D.  L.  Hughes,  by  E.  G. 
Woodward 50  00 


African  Repository. 

New  Hampshire,  81 ; New  York,  81 ; 
Mississippi,  $i ; Illinois,  81 ; Missouri, 

81.30 6 30 

Recapitulation. 

Donations 577  31 

African  Repository 6 30 

Rent  of  Col.  Building. 477  70 


Total  Receipts  in  May 81,061  31 


During  the  month  of  June,  1878. 


New  Hampshire.  (§22.65.) 

West  Lebanon — Friends  of  the  cause, 
collected  by  Principal  of  “Ladies’ 
Seminary  ” 822  65 

Connecticut.  (§22.) 

New  London — Mrs.  Coleby  Chew,  Mrs. 


John  Dickinson,  ea.  $10 zo  00 

South  Woodstock — Rev.  John  Dick 2 00 


New  York.  ($350.) 


New  Tori  City — Mrs.  C.  L.  Spencer,  Miss 

Mary  Bronson,  ea.  8100 zoo  00 

Brooklyn — Mrs.  Margarette  Dimon 50  00 

Poughkeepsie — Mrs.  M.  J.  Myers.  830; 

S.  M.  Buckingham,  §2.5;  Henry  L. 

Young,  $20;  Dr.  E.  L.  Beadle,  Wm. 


C.  Sterling,  ea  810 ; Mrs.  C.  P.  Adri- 
ance,  $5 - 100  00 


New  Jersey.  ($49.) 

New  Brunswick — David  Bishop,  $10 ; H. 

H.  Palmer,  85;  Lewis  Appelgate,  $z.  17  co 

Morristown — Mrs  Tichenor,  Mrs.  Vail, 

H.  O.  Marsh,  M.  Mitchell,  ea.  85; 


Geo.  E.  Voorhees,  $2 22  00 

Orange — George  J.  Ferry 10  00 

Michigan.  ($5.) 

Upsilanti — “From  a friend” 5 00 

African  Repository. 
Pennsylvania,  $5;  Ohio,  $10 ; Michi- 
gan, 85 20  00 

Recapitulation. 

Donations 448  65 

African  Repository 20  00 

Rents  and  Interest 60709 

In  trurt  for  schools  in  Liberia 492  00 

Total  Receipts  in  June $1,567  74 
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